nal shows, and I’ve won at tendees to be a valuable retate fair twice,” he said. source.
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of my siblings won it, too,
“I’ve met a lot of great, smart
e’re a pretty competitive people out here, from reps for

alanced

When you’re showing, you’re
competitors, but afterwards
you’re all friends again.”
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Money still
an issue, but
not so much
of a concern
By Erich Murphy
Managing Editor

care program came up on the
agenda, MaLinda Hillman, the
county’s health administrator,
explained that it was seeking approximately $200,000 to fund a
program that provided home nursing and
home services, instituted on the heels of the
county’s exit from managing Livingston
Manor.
Responding to several questions asked by
board members, Hillman said that 85 percent of the clients of the home nursing program and 62 percent of clients receiving
home services had annual incomes below
$20,000. She also noted that the community
health care program was a “last resort” —
meaning other avenues of aiding those re-

Quick and easy was the method used by the
Pontiac District 429 school board at its meeting Thursday evening. Even the discussion by
Adam Dontz lasted just a few moments.
Nonetheless, the board for the Pontiac public grade schools approved a number of items
and hired some assistant coaches for the upcoming diamond season for the Warriors’ softball and baseball teams.
Supt. Brian Dukes used a good portion of
the 24 minutes the meeting lasted with his report covering a number of topics.
Beginning with transportation concerns,
Dukes pointed out that there was a decrease in
mileage because of the combining of rural
routes with Pontiac Township High School
District 90 while also reworking the in-town
routes.
“We went from 126,000 miles down to
100,000 miles — a pretty good difference,”
Dukes said. “Unfortunately, we will get less
funding for transportation but I think in the
long run it was a smart move.”
He added that the Transportation Committee will need to meet because the current contract is coming to an end.
Dukes stated he will be attending a national
superintendents’ conference in Chicago and
will be able to learn what other districts across
the country are doing.
The superintendent also discussed the upcoming baseball and softball seasons for the
Warriors. He pointed out that the teams will
be limited to 18 players each. However, in an
effort to get more involved, there have been
some games set up that will include a junior
varsity contest of three innings.
Dukes then discussed the key factor for all
public school districts — money.
“The budget passed, that’s a good thing,”
Dukes told the board. “The unfortunate part

See ‘COUNTY’ Page A6

See ‘DIST. 429’ Page A6

the Cincinnati Circus showed off their athe related story on Page B3. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY

d opts to
alth care
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that are not mandated
and are not part of the
normal county government.”

proposed Anthony Liftgates expansion. The
measure received nearunanimous approval.

DIST. 429

And in regard to projects, Dukes pointed out
that the parking lot and
camera projects are completed, while awning,
scoreboard and sign projects should be finished in
August.
The board approved
four action items, including the Anthony Liftgates
tax abatement issue.
Adam Dontz of GLCEDC
spoke to the board briefly
about it.
The board, after a closed
session to discuss personnel, approved the hiring of
two assistant baseball
coaches — Dan Barnett
and Tim Ackerman — and
two assistant softball
coaches — Nicole Ropp
and Sara Solberg. A decision on a third baseball
was tabled.

Continued from Page A1

was there’s a little thing in
there that says the only
way we can get money was
it would have to be that
space model, which there
is none that exist.”
Adding to his comments, Dukes said that he
met with State Sen. Jason
Barickman, who was in
Pontiac on Tuesday, and
was told that negotiations
will be taking place in the
next few weeks.
“The negative to that is
we will miss our first payment in August,” Dukes
said. “There’s some rumors that we may get
some categoricals from
last year, we’re still owed
$800,000 from last year.
The hope is that we’ll get
some of those payments to
kind of offset us in August.
Then we will be playing
the game of chicken with
Rauner and Madigan.
“Our doors are open,
they will stay open. That’s
something we need to continue to remind parents.”
On a good note, Dukes
told the board that federal
money will continue to
come in, which is about 10
percent of the revenue.
Also, in reporting on
STEAM, Dukes said that
Diane Wolf of the Regional Office of Education
will be sending $10,000.
It will be used toward the
STEAM lab, as well as
other projects.
“That’s $10,000 I wasn’t
anticipating, so that’s a
good problem to have,” he
said.
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