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City to employ new
telephone system
By Kent Casson
For The Daily Leader

   FAIRBURY — Fairbury City Council
members have voted to work with a new
cloud-based phone system. The move comes
after the city’s voicemail system was compro-
mised and someone made long distance calls.
   According to city officials, the current sys-
tem is old and cannot receive an update.
   “Everything will be stored in the cloud,”
Nancy Widlacki explained to the council.
   Mayor Lynn Dameron said City Hall’s orig-
inal system dates back 20 years to when the

building was new. 
   Also at Wednesday’s meeting, the council
passed a motion made by Alderman Jerry
Hoffman to accept a bid to redo a sidewalk
along Fourth Street and convert the area to
parallel parking.
   “It’s got to be parallel parking. I don’t see
any way around it,” said Alderman David
Slagel.
   Rehabbing a city well was another talking
point. Water Superintendent Duane Ifft said
Well #7 was originally constructed in 1993
and has lost its efficiency. City crews have
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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Though it’s probable that many of
Pontiac traveling adults won’t be
visiting a rainforest this year, they
will nevertheless have a chance to
see it brought to them tonight, as
their children will this morning. Co-
inciding with Earth Day, the Dis-
trict 429 schools are playing host to
“The Rainforest Live” program of
the non-profit Understanding
Wildlife organization, whose
founder and director, Mike
Kohlrieser, said was a fun, exciting
way to interest both children and
adults in a world they may have
never seen before.
   Started by Kohlrieser in 1992,
Understanding Wildlife seeks to si-
multaneously educate and captivate
audiences about the rainforest, par-
ticularly regarding conservation ef-
forts.
   “Our goal is to get kids excited

about conservation,” he said.
   To achieve this, Kohlrieser has
brought a large assortment of live
animals — including, but not lim-
ited to, kinkajous, monkeys, birds
and snakes to thousands of gymna-
siums and auditoriums across the
country. Knowing that a child’s at-
tention is sometimes fickle,
Kohlrieser does not inundate
younger audiences with facts and
figures; rather, he tosses in a tidbit
or two at opportune times.
   “Nobody, kids or adults, wants to
be lectured to, so we do a very fun
program,” he said. “Birds will be fly-
ing overhead, they’ll be talking into
microphones, you name it. The kids
will get to see the animals display
some real personality.”
   Kohlrieser admitted some diffi-
culties as time has rolled on, given
the increasingly dominant role
technology plays in modern life; he
mentioned with somewhat baffled
amusement that kids have ap-

proached him in the past after per-
formances and have insisted that
the birds zipping around the audi-
torium were remote-controlled ro-
bots.
   “The technology in Hollywood, in
computers, in video games is kind
of mind-blowing now,” he said.
“That kids could think that this stuff
was just robotics tells you how far
we’ve come, but it’s also indicative
of how much of a backseat nature
has kind of taken.”
   Because of this, Kohlrieser has
vowed to teach about nature in a
compelling way, creating an earthy,
fun experience so that audiences
young and old will walk away with
both a smile and a gleaning of new
information.
   “We want these kids to get excited
— we want these kids to go ‘wow,’”
he said. “It’s amazing what you
might even accidentally remember
when you’ve had fun, and that’s

See ‘NATURE’ Page A6

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   With only two additional meetings left in the
fiscal year, Superintendent Brian Dukes put an
emphasis on his report for April. The entire re-
port was based on the impact that the budget
impasse in Springfield is having on school dis-
tricts across the state.
   “We’ve had these hopes that Springfield
would get past the impasse,” Dukes said. “We
wanted them to move forward with the state
budget, but clearly that is not happening. I
think they are about as far away from passing
a budget as they could ever be.
   “That causes concern for us, because there is
about $1,000,000 that the state owes us in re-
imbursement for our special needs students
and transportation costs. We have already pro-
vided these services at our own cost and the
state is not reimbursing us for that.”
   Dukes said he had been in contact with the
comptroller’s office this week, they thought the
district might possibly see one additional pay-
ment over the next few days. However, Dukes
was told that the district would still be short
$750,000.
   “What that means for next year, nobody
knows,” Dukes said. “Without a budget, there
are plenty of unknowns for what is going on. I
am beginning to talk with our staff and in-
forming them of where we’re at, but I also
want to make contact with Springfield and
make them aware that this is not acceptable. 
   “The decisions that are being made with this
budget impasse are impacting not only kids in
Pontiac, but across the state. Enough already,
something has got to be done.”
   Although he began with negativity about
Springfield, Dukes finished his report by dis-
cussing a recent donation from the Greater
Livingston County Economic Development
Council. Dukes said that GLCEDC CEO Adam
Dontz worked with the Livingston County
Board to approve the donation of $60,000,
through a grant, which will help pay for the re-
sources associated with the STEAM program.

District still
not getting
state money
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Mike Kohlrieser, founder and director of Understand-
ing Wildlife, feeds two rainforest-dwelling kinkajous
at a past performance in Flint, Mich. PHOTO PROVIDED

John Wisniewski tried fishing from near the dam at the Vermillion River in Pontiac Thurs-
day morning. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Coin toss decides
winner of small
village election

MARION (AP) — The
flip of a coin on Thursday
decided the next leader of
a tiny town in southern
Illinois after an election
earlier this month ended
in a tie.

Williamson County
Clerk Amanda Barnes
said Bryan Riekena let
fellow candidate Tammy
O’Daniell-Howell choose
before the coin toss. She
picked heads.

Barnes said she “let it
just fall to the ground”
and it landed on heads,
making O’Daniell-Howell
village president in Colp,
home to about 250 resi-
dents.

After her victory, O’-
Daniell-Howell said she
made a promise to
Riekena, that if she won
she would work to find a
place for him on the vil-
lage board.

“I intend to honor that
promise,” said the lifelong
resident of the village.
“We need young voices,
we need change, and we
need growth.”

O’Daniell-Howell has
been the village clerk
since 2009. Riekena de-
scribes his occupation as
“geek.” He attended
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity on a swimming schol-
arship and stayed in the
area after earning a bach-
elor’s degree in chemistry.

O’Daniell-Howell said
her long-term plans for
the town include creating
a community center,
which would also func-
tion as a storm shelter.

The candidates each re-
ceived 11 votes in the
April 4 election. Illinois
law calls for coin flips to
settle ties.

STATE NEWS

BASEBALL AND
SOFTBALL FROM
AROUND THE AREA
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Today — Partly sunny, with a high
near 58. North northeast wind around
10 mph.

Tonight — Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 40. Northeast wind 10 to 15
mph.

Saturday —  Partly sunny, with a 20 percent chance of
showers in the morning. High near 56. Low around 38.
Northeast wind around 15 mph.

Sunday — Sunny, with a high near 67. Low around 41.

Teach a man to fish …

FIELD TRIP
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STUDENTS PAY VISIT TO
VETERINARY CLINIC

Program to bring rainforest adventure to students
NATURE AT PLAY
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CHICAGO (AP) — A judge is warning protesters not
to bother the Chicago police officer charged in the
shooting death of black teenager Laquan McDonald
when he tries to make his way to and from the court-
room.

On Thursday, Cook County Circuit Judge Vincent
Gaughan said he would hold in contempt of court any-
one who comes inside the courthouse with a sign and
starts "waving it around."

Last month, a protester with a sign that made a ref-
erence to the 16 times Van Dyke shot McDonald con-
fronted him outside the courthouse.

Vaughn didn’t take any further legal action nor sug-
gest that he’d try to stand in the way of protesters car-
rying signs outside the courthouse. Protesters have
gathered there during past McDonald appearances.

Van Dyke is charged with first-degree murder in the
2014 shooting.

Protesters told to
leave charged
officer alone

what’s really rewarding
about this from my per-
spective.”

As far as reaching adult
members of the audience,
the Understanding
Wildlife founder says that
there are small, everyday
things people can do to
support conservation ef-
forts, including supporting
businesses with good envi-
ronmental track records.

Central School Principal
Kel Krenz, who was in-
strumental in bringing
“The Rainforest Live” to
the schools of District 429,

said that he was excited for
what the presentation had
to offer, adding that the
last time Kohlrieser’s pro-
gram was here four years,
the feedback he received
was “very positive,” and
that the evening event was
“very successful.”

Students attending Cen-
tral, Washington and Lin-
coln elementary schools
today will get a free pro-
gram, while tickets for the
6 p.m. program in the
Pontiac Junior High
School gym are $5 per per-
son, with free admission
for children 2 years of age
and under. Proceeds sup-
port the Understanding
Wildlife organization.

NATURE
Continued from Page A1

been treating the well
every few years, but iron
comes through the screen
and plugs it up.

“We’re just trying to get
something done,” Ifft ex-
plained. “We use it nearly
every day.”

City Superintendent
Leroy McPherson told the
council about a new treat-
ment that is aggressive on
iron bacteria. McPherson
would like to try the
chemical out to see what it
can do to help the situa-
tion.

“We need to maintain
these wells the best we
can,” he said.

A possible rehabilita-
tion of the old City Hall
was also discussed. This
has been a topic covered
several times during pre-

vious meetings.
“I think we need to find

a use for it,” stated Alder-
man Bruce Weber.

“There are a lot of possi-
bilities,” added Mayor
Dameron.

In other matters
Wednesday night, the
Fairbury City Council:

• Authorized a resolu-
tion allowing Joe and
Cathy Bachtold to build a
home in the Bachtold
Subdivision.

• Appointed Mark
Trainor to the Planning
Commission.

• Approved a liquor li-
cense application for
Livengood’s Grille & Pub
to be located in the former
Benchwarmer’s building
downtown.

• Approved ordinances
amending the municipal
code relating to sewer and
water rates and charges.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two
media reports say U.S. prosecutors
are preparing or closely considering
charges against the anti-secrecy
group WikiLeaks, including its
founder Julian Assange, for reveal-
ing sensitive government secrets.

CNN reported Thursday that au-
thorities are preparing to seek As-
sange’s arrest. The Washington Post
reported prosecutors are weighing
charges against the organization’s
members after the Obama-era Jus-
tice Department declined to do so.

Possible charges include conspir-
acy, theft of government property
and violating the Espionage Act, the
newspaper said, though any charges
would need approval from high-
ranking officials in the Justice De-
partment.

The move comes after WikiLeaks
last month released nearly 8,000
documents that it says reveal secrets
about the CIA’s cyberespionage
tools for breaking into computers,
cellphones and even smart TVs. It
previously published 250,000 State
Department cables and embar-

rassed the U.S. military with hun-
dreds of thousands of logs from Iraq
and Afghanistan.

CIA Director Mike Pompeo last
week denounced the group as a
“hostile intelligence service” and a
threat to U.S. national security. And
Attorney General Jeff Sessions told
reporters Thursday that Assange’s
arrest is a priority as the Justice De-
partment steps up efforts to prose-
cute people who leak classified
information to the media.

“We’ve already begun to step up
our efforts and whenever a case can
be made, we will seek to put some
people in jail,” Sessions said.

Their condemnation of Wik-
iLeaks differed sharply from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s past praise of
the organization. Before last year’s
election, Trump said he was happy
to see WikiLeaks publish private,
politically damaging emails from
Hillary Clinton’s campaign man-
ager, John Podesta. He was less
thrilled about the release of CIA tac-
tics, which the White House said
was different because it involved in-

formation about secretive national
security tools.

The Post reported that it wasn’t
clear whether prosecutors are also
looking at WikiLeaks’ role in the
Podesta case.

Assange’s attorney, Barry Pollack,
told The Associated Press authori-
ties have not apprised him of the
status of their investigation.

Assange, an Australian, has
resided the last four years in
Ecuador’s embassy in London. He
received political asylum after skip-
ping bail to avoid extradition to
Sweden, where he is wanted over a
rape allegation. Ecuador’s recently
elected presidential candidate has
promised to continue to harbor As-
sange, allowing him to avoid arrest.

Assange has said WikiLeaks acts
in the name of liberty and privacy.
The Post reported that Justice offi-
cials in the Obama administration
believed prosecuting WikiLeaks
would be similar to prosecuting a
news organization for publishing
classified information, but they did
not formally close the case.

CHICAGO (AP) — Former U.S.
Rep. Aaron Schock asked a federal
judge on Thursday to throw out his
corruption case, arguing that the
charges are grounded on ambigu-
ous House spending rules and that
his prosecution undermines long-
standing protections for members
of Congress.

The 2016 indictment accuses the
once-rising GOP star of illegally
seeking reimbursement in govern-
ment funds for lavish spending, in-
cluding $5,000 on a chandelier for
his Washington office, which he was
redecorating in the style of the
“Downton Abbey” TV series.

Schock’s new filing points to a
host of House rules that it says are
imprecise, including ones barring
reimbursement for the purchase of
“furniture.” The rules don’t define
the word and, it says, it’s “entirely
unclear whether (a chandelier)
would be considered furniture.”

In a filing earlier this week, pros-
ecutors denied allegations Schock’s
attorneys made in March that in-

vestigators crossed legal lines by re-
cruiting a confidential informant
from Schock’s staff. Thursday’s fil-
ing doesn’t directly address that
issue.

Schock, who resigned in 2015 as
scrutiny of his spending intensified,
has pleaded not guilty to the
charges, which include wire fraud,
theft of government funds and fal-
sification of election commission fil-
ings. His trial is set to begin July 10.

A spokeswoman for the U.S. at-
torney’s office in Springfield,
Sharon Paul, declined to comment
on Schock’s new filing.

In it, Schock’s attorneys say the
House often intends for spending
rules to be vague in order to give
legislators latitude in how to spend.

“Because Congress, and Congress
alone, possesses the constitutional
power to create and enforce House
rules, a criminal prosecution cannot
be premised on ... interpretation of
ambiguous House rules,” it says.

Doing so strikes at a foundation
of the American system of govern-

ment, the sep-
aration of
powers, the at-
torneys wrote.

“The wide-
ranging In-
d i c t m e n t
against Mr.
Schock repeat-
edly trespasses
on land the
Constitution
reserves for Congress,” they wrote,
adding that the rules are “so am-
biguous as to invite” arbitrary en-
forcement by the country’s U.S.
attorneys.

Schock first garnered national at-
tention after appearing on the cover
of Men’s Health showing off his six-
pack abs. He also successfully mar-
keted himself during six years in
Congress as an unwavering fiscal
conservative.

If convicted of wire fraud, Schock
could be sentenced to up to 20 years
in prison.

Schock asks court to toss case

“Even though Spring-
field continues to let us
down each day, the county
and GLCEDC are stepping
up and believing in us and
education,” Dukes con-
cluded.

Before moving on to the
next agenda item, Dukes
told the board that the
budget impasse will be a
topic of discussion at every
meeting for the remainder
of the fiscal year.

During the action items,
the board approved an as-
phalt quote from Opper-
man’s Construction.
Dukes said the project was
a recommendation from
the buildings and grounds
committee.

“We met weeks ago and
this was one of the recom-
mendations that the com-
mittee and I came up with.
Essentially, we’re going to
be repaving from the bus
lane, down to the fence
west of the school build-
ing. We’re going to offer
diagonal parking, since
traffic moves in one direc-
tion,” Dukes said of work
to be done at the junior

high. 
“We’ll have a couple vis-

itor parking, a couple
handicap parking spots —
we just want a more cohe-
sive parking lot in the
morning. We put it out for
requests for proposals and
Opperman came in as the
lowest quote. Our hope is
to get the project done
sometime before July.”

The board also approved
a State Farm donation of
computers. Dukes called it
a “prime example of the
business community step-
ping up as Springfield is
failing.”

“Most of you guys know,
but we have a lot of people
who work at State Farm in
Bloomington and drive
from Livingston County
every day,” Dukes said.
“State Farm has decided to
donate 100 computer
units to our school district,
which boils down to 25
desktop computers, which
will be placed in our of-
fices, and 75 laptops,
which will replace the
teachers’ laptops.”

Dukes said the donation
will replace the majority of
the district’s current de-
vices and unlike the cur-
rent devices, which are

around six or seven years
old, these new devices are
only two to three years old.

“This is a really big up-
grade at no cost to the dis-
trict, thanks to State
Farm’s very generous do-
nation,” Dukes concluded.

The board also approved
a quote from Raptor Tech-
nologies. Dukes explained
that the Raptor offers visi-
tor management software.
The district will purchase
a system which can be
used to run a quick back-
ground check for building
guests.

“Basically, if someone
comes into the building,
we ask for their ID and we
can run that ID through a
system that will tell us if
the individual is a sex of-
fender, has any restraining
orders against them — just
things that we aren’t able
to catch because we’re not
generally aware of it,”
Dukes said.

Once the guest is ap-
proved, Dukes said the
system will print out a
badge that the individual
can wear in the building to
alert other staff that they

have been cleared to be in
the building.

“We have funds avail-
able within our Tort ac-
count, that is something
that we are currently only
using for crossing guards,”
Dukes said. “There are
very specific things that we
can use that fund for. So,
we’re looking at a five-year
deal and we’ll just chip
away at it every year. But,
there are the funds avail-
able within our Tort ac-
count to pay for this.”

After the approval,
board member Dan
Krueger added, “Anything
we can do to provide that
much more difficulty for
some people who should-
n’t be in our schools, it’s all
worth it. It doesn’t do any-
thing to stop somebody
from coming in, but at
least we might capture
somebody we weren’t
aware of.”

During the principal’s
report, Pontiac Junior
High School Principal
Brian Hensley said that
eighth grade graduation
will take place on May 19.

Reports: Prosecutors weighing charges
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