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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   It was an uproarious occasion Tuesday af-
ternoon, when the Rotary Club of Pontiac
treated Harold Frobish, its choice for 2016
Citizen of the Year, to a gut-busting roast in
the banquet hall of Baby Bull’s, courtesy of
the friends who nominated him. When it was
his turn to address the audience, Frobish had
hilarious jokes of his own — as well as deep

appreciation for his selection.
   Opening the testimonials was Louis Lyons,
one of Frobish’s close friends and nominators
for the award. He kept it short and sweet, liv-
ing up to his promise of speaking without any
prepared remarks, calling his pal a “great
guy” and utterly deserving of the award be-
fore offering his congrats.
   The next to offer his wit to the roast was
Wayne Taylor, another of Frobish’s friends.

Feting more like roast for
citizen of the year

   SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Illinois Gov.
Bruce Rauner’s administration has told
124 prison nurses that their jobs are
being privatized, a move their union
blasted Tuesday as retaliation for its re-
jection of a contract offer last year.
   Nurses stationed at 12 state prisons
will be dismissed on June 15, two days
after the contract nurses are hired, ac-
cording to a letter obtained by The As-
sociated Press that the prison system’s
labor chief sent this week to the Illinois
Nurses Association.
   Alice Johnson, the association’s exec-
utive director, noted the notice came just
days after the union filed an unfair labor
practices complaint with state regula-
tors, claiming the first-term Republican
governor has reneged on his obligation
to negotiate contract terms in good faith.
She said members overwhelmingly re-
jected a tentative agreement last spring
and Rauner is retaliating.
   “It’s an attempt to bully and intimidate
the nurses, and it’s not going to work,”
Johnson told the AP.

   She said the move is
particularly troublesome
because of a nationwide
shortage of nurses that
forces Illinois prison
nurses to sometimes work
80-hour weeks while va-
cant positions go unfilled.
   Nicole Wilson, spokes-
woman for the Depart-
ment of Corrections, said privatizing the
posts would save $8 million a year and
“streamline the delivery of medical serv-
ices.” Medical care vendor Wexford
Health Sources provides the rest of the
prison network’s nurses.
   “Wexford is prepared to hire most of
the nurses who will be impacted by the
layoff,” Wilson said. “The department
will work with those who wish to remain
employed with the state and will ... iden-
tify nursing vacancies within other state
agencies.”
   Rauner, a private equity investor serv-
ing in public office for the first time,
campaigned on cutting off union power

in a solidly Democratic state and has
clashed repeatedly with organized labor.
He is engaged in a long court and public
relations battle with the American Fed-
eration of State, County and Municipal
Employees, whose 38,000 members
have authorized a strike, if necessary, for
the first time in its 40-year history.
   Illinois also is engaged in the nation’s
longest state budget standoff since
World War II. The governor has de-
manded business-boosting and anti-
union regulatory changes, a property tax
freeze and limits on politicians’ power
from Democrats who control the Legis-
lature in exchange for an annual spend-
ing plan to slice into a
multibillion-dollar deficit and $13 bil-
lion in overdue bills.
   The Illinois Nurses Association repre-
sents 3,500 nurses statewide, including
1,200 Illinois government employees.
Johnson noted that Wexford has been
the subject of dozens of federal lawsuits
alleging substandard care. She argued
that a private contractor’s nurses aren’t

subject to the same supervisory over-
sight as a government worker. And she
said a private contractor’s profit motive
could interfere with decisions about
staffing and quality of care.
   Nationally, studies show a large pool
of nurses is ready to retire in the next five
years. At the same time, prison popula-
tions are aging and care is becoming
more specialized.
   The letter from Corrections labor rela-
tions chief Ed Jackson declared the last
INA contract, which expired June 30,
2015, as void. But Johnson said both
sides signed an agreement to follow that
expired pact’s terms until a new deal is
inked. She said the union will await the
state Labor Relations Board’s decision.
   Legislation requiring a cost compari-
son between public and contracted
nurses be prepared before any contract
employees are hired won General As-
sembly approval last spring. But Rauner
used amendatory veto power to change
the measure. It died when lawmakers
took no further action.

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   The latest report from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Employment Security concludes that
metro areas across the state have experienced
increases in their over-the-year unemployment
rate. In Livingston County, the unemployment
rate increased from 6.8 percent in 2016, to 7
percent in January. The report also states that
Illinois’ unemployment rate, 5.7 percent, is
higher than the national unemployment rate
reported for January 2017, which increased to
4.8 percent.
   There are many factors that can contribute
to an increase in unemployment. In its January
statewide unemployment report, Illinois De-
partment of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity Director Sean McCarthy said, “If Illinois
had grown at the same rate as the nation since
the beginning of the recovery in 2010, we
would have an additional 222,700 jobs. With
a balanced budget and structural changes that
will create jobs, our economy will be better able
to provide opportunities for Illinois families.”
   There are a number of factors that could
cause the area unemployment rate to adjust,
but not all of these factors are easy to quantify,
from a city administration’s perspective.
   “Some people may have found other employ-
ment outside the city,” City Administrator  Bob
Karls said. “We also have a number of people
who live outside of the Pontiac area that come
here, specifically for work. While we can’t al-
ways explain exactly why the unemployment
rate changes, we can say that we’ve added a sig-
nificant amount of employment opportunities
through our local employers.”
   Some of the latest employment increases for
the city have come from the Caterpillar plant
in Pontiac, which announced last January that
it would be bringing in 160 out-of-state jobs to
the area. Other opportunities have come with
the recent completion of the new Good Samar-
itan-Pontiac facility and the pending comple-
tion of the Hampton Inn hotel on the west side

Numbers
could
change
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Separate
incidents lead to
arrests
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

Though the criminal el-
ement of Pontiac may
have been up all night for
good fun, they did not get
particularly lucky — the
Pontiac Police thwarted
two separate but equally
felonious misadventures
late Monday and early
Tuesday at County Mar-
ket and the Trainor BP
gas station, respectively,
both of which involved ill-
conceived crimes related
to theft.

The first occurred at
County Market, when the
PPD responded to a 9:29
p.m. call at 1037 E. Water
Street, where there had
been a report of theft of
illegal drugs and a hand-
gun being pointed at the
occupant of the residence.
The officers were told
that the actions stemmed
from an alleged pre-
arranged drug transac-
tion.

After getting a descrip-
tion of the three suspects
reportedly involved, a ve-
hicle was later stopped by
police in the 400 block of
West Madison Street. The
vehicle had three occu-
pants, one of whom
jumped out and fled fol-
lowing the traffic stop. He
was located swiftly, how-
ever, and the trio were ar-
rested. The PPD
discovered just over 100
grams of cannabis from
the vehicle.

Two Bloomington men,
24 year-old Keenan Beck
and 27 year-old Martese
Whitelow, were charged
with possession of more
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Thursday — Partly sunny with a 20
percent chance of showers after 1 p.m. High near 50. A
40 percent chance of showers in the evening. Low
around 43. South southeast wind 10 to 15 mph.

Friday — Mostly cloudy, with a high near 68. Chance
of showers and thunderstorms at night. Low around
49. Breezy.
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than 30 grams of cannabis, assault and mob action.
Beck saw the additional charge of resisting a police of-
ficer. The third person allegedly involved was a male
Pontiac minor, who was charged with possession of
more than 30 grams of cannabis, assault and mob ac-
tion.

The second incident involved Karol Grzegorzewski, a

24 year-old Brookfield man who had been involved in a
traffic collision early on Monday, created a disturbance
in a local restaurant later that afternoon and ultimately
declined an offer of assistance in the form of a train
ticket back home.

At 2:33 a.m. Tuesday morning, the PPD were noti-
fied of a possible burglary in progress at the Trainor BP
gas station on Howard Street; the witness observed that
the front door of the business was shattered. Once on-
scene, the officers cleared the building and located
Grzegorzewski, who was hiding.  An open can of alco-

hol was recovered from the scene.
Once he was taken into custody, Grzegorzewski was

transported to the Livingston County Jail. While there,
he refused to enter his cell and instead, attempted to
fight with his jailers. He was charged with burglary,
criminal damage to property and resisting a peace offi-
cer, and is due to be arraigned in court today; details of
court appearances for the trio involved in the Water
Street incident were not available at press time.

Pontiac Police Maj. Dan Davis said that both inci-
dents remain under investigation.

BUSTED
Continued from Page A1

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Barack Obama’s name is
revered in his home state. But the Illinois House has re-
jected making his birthday a state holiday.

Legislation to make the 44th president’s Aug. 4th
birthday a state holiday fell six votes short Tuesday.
Chicago Democratic Rep. Sonya Harper says it would
honor a man who adopted Chicago as his home and
served in the Illinois State Senate.

But Rep. Steven Andersson of Geneva suggested it be
honorary. The Republican floor leader says even Obama
wouldn’t want the cash-strapped state to give state
workers another paid day off.

He noted that Tampico native and 40th president
Ronald Reagan’s Feb. 6th birthday isn’t a holiday.

He gave a brief overview of Frobish’s
work with the Humiston Trust, his
status as a retired judge who served
the 11th Judicial Circuit of Illinois
and mentioned his service to a num-
ber of other local governance
boards. He also had a chance to
show off his rapier wit.

“I have lots of stories to tell about
Harold, like the time he locked the
keys in his van with the engine run-
ning, or the time he drove through
the end of his son’s garage,” he said
to raucous guffaws from the peanut
gallery.

Before closing his remarks, Taylor
mentioned Frobish’s fondness for
the beach and collecting sea shells.
He offered his own tribute to the
2016 Citizen of the Year with a
seashell of his own.

“It says, Harold J. Frobish, 2017
Rotary Citizen of the Year — and
there’s no price tag!” He laughed.

The last to give a testimonial was
Frobish’s chum Clint Conway, who
delivered wry remarks while a
slideshow featuring funny pictures
of the erstwhile judge were shown
on a small screen.

“Our honoree today has many
names and titles, names include
Harold, Harry, Frobish and Frog,”
he said, before adding that “He also
has some I can’t repeat.”

Conway concluded his slideshow

by saying that of all Frobish’s titles
— judge, husband, father among
others — he saved the best, “friend,”
for last.

“He’s a true friend who’s willing to
do anything for you,” he said. “Con-
gratulations, Harold — it’s well de-
served.”

After he was presented with his
honorary citizen of the year plaque
bearing both his likeness and name,
Frobish gave the luncheon’s closing
remarks, humorously prodding the
two friends who’d preceded him in
talking as “Squint” Conway and
“Ween” Taylor.

Frobish praised the social and cul-
tural environment of Livingston

County, where he returned after
having his first child. He added that,
from his own experience, when a
person lives in a smaller community,
eventually they’ll have a desire to be
as generous to others as others have
been to them. He especially credited
his wife, Betty, and his children
David, Matthew and Becky Dreng-
witz, for his success over the years,
and closed by saying how pleased he
was for those who came to the
luncheon.

“This was a real honor, and I
deeply appreciate, thank you very
much,” he said.

FROBISH
Continued from Page A1

House votes against
Obama holiday

The Rotary Club 2016 Citizen of the Year winner Harold sits with his wife
Betty, his daughter, Becky Drengwitz, and his son, David, at Tuesday’s
luncheon and ceremony. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

OBITUARIES
Continued from Page A3

of the city. Outside of the city, Selig
Sealing in Forrest and Technical
Metals in Fairbury have also added
a number of positions.

“Employment opportunities in
Livingston County and particularly
in the city of Pontiac are plentiful,”
Adam Dontz, CEO of the Greater
Livingston County Economic De-
velopment Council agreed. “Not
only in manufacturing, but health
care and service industries. There
are job opportunities at the Pontiac
Caterpillar facility and the new
Hampton Inn hotel is underway
with its hiring processes, as are
other employers in the city.

“Also, the Economic Develop-
ment Council is working with ATR

recycling in Pontiac for the creation
of up to 26 new positions at its cor-
porate headquarters. Outside of the
county, Selig Sealing in Forrest con-
tinues to hire as a result of its
25,000 square-foot expansion and
Technical Metals in Fairbury is hir-
ing, as well.”

One problem that many employ-
ers are facing, is how to make use of
an employment pool of generally
unqualified candidates. To assist
with the issue locally, the GLCEDC
developed its Fundamentals of
Modern Manufacturing program
with Heartland Community Col-
lege.

“The biggest thing I hear from
our employers, is they are looking
for people with a strong work ethic
and a desire to learn new things,”
Dontz said. “Employers often have
great training programs, but they

need to find people that want to
work and want to learn new skills.”

Because of the partnership that
the GLCEDC has with manufactur-
ers, not only in Pontiac, but across
Livingston County, the GLCEDC
has tailored the six-week 100-hour
manufacturing skills training pro-
gram to the needs of local employ-
ers and consequently, the program
has an 82 percent job placement
rate.

“So, 8 out of 10 people who go
through the class are employed as a
result of the program,” Dontz said.
“Our classes have been held at the
Caterpillar facility and we’ve had 38
graduates since 2013.”

Those who would like additional
skills training in manufacturing can
contact Dontz at 815-829-2900, or
email Adam@GLCEDC.com.

EMPLOYMENT
Continued from Page A1
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Are you in pain after 
hernia repair surgery?

You may qualify for 
signifi cant compensation.

CALL NOW 800-881-9166

UPCOMING REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS 

MARCH 25TH 10AM:
1911 East Croxton Ave.,

Bloomington, IL
2-3BR Brick Ranch, 

Fireplace, Full Basement,
2car Garage

MARCH 27TH 6PM:
301 East Van Alstine,

Secor, IL
4BR, 2BA, Full Unfinished 

Basement

MARCH 29TH NOON:
1122 S. Martin Luther

King Dr., Springfield IL.
4BR, 1BA, Fireplace, 

Family room

PROCHNOW AUCTIONS & BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY / SNYDER REAL ESTATE
309-261-4537 – Details, Photos & Terms @ www.auctionzip.com ID#21623

PAID IN 
ADVANCE! 

HELP WANTED

Make  $1000 a week
mailing brochures

from home!
Helping home 

workers since 2001!
Genuine opportunity! 
No experience required.

Start immediately!
www.localmailing.com

DIVORCE
$350*

Covers  Children, etc.
Only ONE Signature 

Required! 
*Excludes gov’t fees

For A Local Office
Call

1(888)498-7075 
ext. 201

Baycor & Associates
Established 1973

Ronald Alsdorf
NORMAL — Ronald Alsdorf, 60,

Normal, passed away at 3:08 p.m. Mon-
day, March 20, 2017, at his home in
Normal.

His funeral service will be at noon
Thursday at Calvert & Metzler in
Bloomington. The Rev. Wendell Wardell
will be officiating. Burial will be at Ever-
green Memorial Cemetery, Blooming-
ton.

Friends may call from 10 a.m. to noon Thursday at
the memorial home.

Ronald was born Sept. 26, 1956, in Miami, Fla., to
Kenneth and Aileen Kelly Alsdorf. He married Debra
L. Hurst on July 28, 1979. She survives.

Also surviving are his daughters, Lauren Alsdorf, at
home, Taylor (Nick) Rhoades and his grandchildren,
Brennon, Jett and Mercy Rhoades of Normal. He is
also survived by brothers Roger and Kevin (Debbie)
Alsdorf of Pontiac; sister-in-law, Janice Alsdorf of
Cornell; a sister-in-law, Tonya (Marshall) Armstead;
his mother-in-law, Virginia Harrison of Normal and
father-in-law, Harold Hurst of Arkansas; and many
nieces and nephews.

His parents and two brothers, Gary and Keith Als-
dorf preceded him in death.

During his life, he worked in construction with his
father-in-law. He was also a police officer in Oklaho-
ma and he was a USPS letter carrier in Pontiac and
Bloomington until his retirement due to illness.

He was a member of the Church of Christ in
Cooksville. He was a strong Christian man, loving
husband, father and papa.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggest memorials be
made to his family in care of his daughter, Lauren Als-
dorf.

Online condolences may be left at www.calver-
memorial.com.

Mr. Ronald
Alsdorf
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