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Series of issues arise for
couple in production
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   As the oft-quoted Robert Burns line goes,
“the best laid schemes … often go awry.” It’s
a message that the characters in Katherine
DiSavino’s comedy play “Things My Mother
Taught Me” are forced — often painfully —
to learn. Featuring situational comedy, heart-
felt family exchanges and plenty of ribald ref-
erences, the play, directed by Bob McKenzie,
opens the Vermillion Players 2017 season at
the Eagle Performing Arts and Conference
Center. 
   The story opens as beaming couple Olivia
Keegan (played by Jane Tyler) and Gabe
Lawson (Johnny Gahm) are moving into
their first apartment together in Chicago,
having moved there from across the country
to begin a new life together.

   They experience a spot of trouble right off
the bat, however, as a large armchair they re-
cently purchased gets stuck in the doorway
— the building’s Polish super, Max Mirowski
(McKenzie) takes notice and offers less than
helpful advice. 
   Frustration and stress start to mount, es-
pecially when Gabe’s parents, Wyatt (John
Wyllie) and Lydia (Lisa Mayback), unexpect-
edly arrive. Lydia, in particular, seems to
struggle with the idea of letting her son go off
on his own with a different woman than her
taking care of him. 
   And when the dust finally seems like it’s
beginning to settle, Olivia’s own parents,
Karen (Diane Wyllie) and Carter (Ed Green),
arrive just in time for the chaos to truly kick
up a notch, especially when Olivia learns that
Gabe’s been keeping secrets, but before a dis-
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By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   Kim Coomber, clinic director
and registered nurse with the
Livingston Family Care Center,
has been working for the free
health clinic in Pontiac for the
past nine years. When she first
started, she said the clinic was
continuously busy, but since the
implementation of the Afford-
able Care Act, she says things
would get slow and then pick
back up. Since last September
however, she says traffic has
been steadily increasing.
   “I believe that some of these
people have been anticipating
being without insurance or have
dropped their insurance,”
Coomber said. “The Illinois
Free Clinic Association, which
covers free clinics across the
state, is warning us because

they believe that we will be
needed more than ever before.”
   Last year, the clinic at 305 W.
Madison St. reported 384 active
clients, people who regularly
use the health clinic. The num-
ber of active clients is up about
47 people compared to the year
prior. Of the 384 active clients,
Coomber said 61 percent are
from Pontiac, 19 percent come
from Fairbury and 6 percent
come from Dwight.
   “I would say we have clients
from just about every town and
village within our area,”
Coomber said. “We are predict-
ing that our numbers will go up
with the changes to the Afford-
able Care Act. Some people
might think that these health
insurance issues are more of a
Chicago problem, but that’s not
true.”
   Most of the free clinic’s clients

range in age from 19 to 64.
Coomber said those 40 and
older tend to come to the clinic
because they are being treated
for a chronic illness. Patients
under 40 tend to visit the clinic
after first being treated at OSF
Saint James-John W. Albrecht
Medical Center’s emergency
room or OSF PromptCare.
   “Often, they will see the pa-
tients and then refer them to us
for a follow up,” Coomber said.
“If we don’t have anyone on-
hand to see them, I will send
the client out to Prompt Care
where they are seen without
being billed for it. I’ll also send
them to Prompt Care if there is
something that we can’t do here
like blood work or X-Rays.”
   Coomber’s biggest fear, is that
the new administration will re-
move the Affordable Care Act

See ‘COOMBER’ Page A6

   Caterpillar Inc. created some uncertainty in
downstate Illinois with its announcement
Tuesday that it would move its headquarters
from Peoria to Chicago, de-
spite having previously un-
veiled plans for a move to
remain in Peoria.
   However, the unexpected
shift was not anticipated to
affect the present or future of the Pontiac facil-
ity, according to Caterpillar spokesman Rachel
Potts and Adam Dontz, CEO of the Greater
Livingston County Economic Development
Council.
   Potts told other area media that the company
was not anticipating changes regarding the
Pontiac facility, nor would it much affect jobs
in Peoria for that matter.
   “We don’t anticipate changes in Pontiac, and
really, even in Peoria,” she said. “The vast ma-
jority of our employees will not relocate. We
have chosen to tell our employees and the com-
munity leaders about our plans early. We un-
derstand there is a range of emotions people
are going through, but in the end, our singular
focus is to grow this company and in order to
do that, we have to prioritize our resources.”
   Dontz told the Daily Leader that he was
“pleased the GLCEDC and local units of gov-
ernment could work with Caterpillar to main-
tain and increase their employment level at the
Pontiac facility.” He added that “Caterpillar has
been, and continues to be, an excellent corpo-
rate citizen of the Pontiac and Livingston
County community.”
   One representative of Livingston County
who was less than pleased with the move, how-
ever, was Rep. Jason Barickman. Barickman,
R-Bloomington, issued a release following the
move, calling it “extremely disappointing.”
   “It’s extremely disappointing to see jobs
moving out of Central Illinois, even if they will
remain in the state,” he said. “This just goes to
show that no jobs or businesses can be taken
for granted, no matter how long they have been
in our communities.
   “Caterpillar is an important engine in the
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Registered nurse and clinic director Kim Coomber prepares a
room at Livingston Family Care Center for a client by replacing
the exam table paper. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Olivia Keegan (played by Jane Tyler), center-left, gets embraced by, in order, her
boyfriend's mother, Lydia (Lisa Mayback), her own mother, Karen (Diane Wyllie) and —
why not? — her super, Max (Bob McKenzie) in “Things My Mother Taught Me” Thursday
night at the Eagle Performing Arts and Conference Center. JOY ±BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Lawmakers draft
plans to keep
checks flowing

CHICAGO (AP) — Two
Illinois lawmakers have
introduced legislation to
ensure that state employ-
ees continue receiving
paychecks even if a judge
agrees with the state at-
torney general’s argument
that their pay should be
halted during the budget
impasse.

Republican Rep. Avery
Bourne of Raymond and
Democratic Rep. Sue
Scherer of Decatur intro-
duced separate measures
Wednesday that would
keep paychecks flowing in
response to a motion filed
by Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa Madigan last
week. Madigan asked a
judge to reverse a previ-
ous court’s ruling that
found withholding pay-
checks violates a provi-
sion in the Illinois
Constitution requiring all
contractual agreements to
be honored.

Madigan argued that
the court ruling had con-
tributed to prolonging the
nearly two-year impasse.

Bourne said her meas-
ure is necessary to keep
state workers out of the
fray as the budget negoti-
ations grind on between
Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner and Democratic
legislative leaders.

“We wanted to make
sure that state employees
are not put in the middle
of this political fight,” she
said.

The Republican and
Democratic measures
would approach the pay-
ments differently.
Bourne’s proposal would
obligate Illinois to pay
state workers at current
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Today — Mostly cloudy in the morn-
ing then clearing. High in the upper
20s. Northwest winds 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight — Clear. Low 11 to 15. South-
west winds around 5 mph.

Saturday — Partly sunny. High in the
lower 30s. Low in the upper 20s. South winds 10 to 20
mph.

Sunday — Partly cloudy in the morning then clearing.
High in the lower 40s. Low in the middle 20s.
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without replacing it with
something to serve the low
income families who had
previously been receiving
care.

“If it just goes away until
they figure out what to do,
a lot of people are going to
be left hanging with noth-
ing. The insurance they
have now is the reason
they can have medications
and maybe regular doctor
visits if they have a chronic
illness.”

The Henry J. Kaiser
Family Foundation, a not-
for-profit foundation ded-
icated to providing
information and analysis
on major health issues, re-
ports that about 10 per-
cent of Illinoisans do not
have  any health insur-
ance.

“We have a portion of
our population who sim-
ply don’t get healthcare,”
Coomber said. “Then,
when they got some insur-
ance because of the Af-
fordable Care Act, they
started going to the hospi-
tal to get treated. Well now
they are on medications
that they receive by seeing
their doctor regularly. If
we take away their ability

to receive healthcare, there
are going to be some peo-
ple in a big mess.”

One benefit that people
in Pontiac have, according
to Coomber, is the gen-
erosity of businesses like
Sartoris Super Drugs,
which offers the clinic a $5
co-pay option. Also,
Coomber said many drugs
are on the $4 list at Wal-
mart, but that doesn’t
cover everything.

“Trying to help people
come up with a way to re-
ceive their medications is a
struggle,” she said. “I think
people would be surprised
by the amount of people
who have to weigh the op-
tions of paying to go to fill
a prescription or paying to
put food on the table.
There are some great or-
ganizations, churches and
individuals who donate to
us, but every little bit
helps.

“That $5 will help out
someone who comes into
our clinic looking for help
with their prescription be-
cause they don’t have the
$4 to buy it for themselves
at Walmart. We don’t just
give the clients money, but
we can make sure the
funding gets where it
needs to so that these indi-
viduals can receive medi-
cine.”

COOMBER
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astrous event puts the whole move-
in honeymoon period in immediate
jeopardy. 

Tyler and Gahm make an excel-
lent, odd couple paring as the leads,
with the latter being (mostly) re-
laxed when things go amiss, while
the former gets practically apoplec-
tic about a smudge of dirt on the
unfortunate armchair. 

A Pontiac-specific bit of metahu-
mor sees some spouse-swapping for
the parents; John and  Diane Wyllie
are duly wed beyond the stage, as
are Green and Mayback. On the
stage, the characters provide their
own evidence that “opposites at-
tracts.” 

Each adds his or her own quirk to
the mix, but given how quickly the
parents (particularly the husbands)
get on, they ultimately serve as sage
elders and examples of how good
relationships are supposed to work
for their respective children.

For a night of plenty of laughs, as
well as tender reminders as to why
parents put up with their children
(and vice versa), you can’t go wrong
with “Things My Mother Taught
Me.” 

The show opens tonight at the

Eagle Performing Arts and Confer-
ence Center at 7:30 p.m., with the
dinner service beginning at 6:15
p.m. The hours for the Saturday
show are the same. The show for
the Sunday matinee starts at 2 p.m.,
with the dinner service starting at

12:45 p.m. “Things My Mother
Taught Me” will play for two con-
secutive weekends. Tickets are $35
for adults, $25 for children 12 and
under. Group rates are available for
groups of 20 or more by calling 815-
844-5847.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Thursday
warned Israel that constructing new
settlements “may not be helpful” to
Middle East peace efforts, shifting
toward a tougher line with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s government.

Still, the White House made clear
that the Trump administration “has
not taken an official position on set-
tlement activity,” departing from
previous administrations that have
considered the settlements illegiti-
mate.

Trump has been perceived as sym-
pathetic to the settlements. Shortly
before taking office, he vigorously
criticized the Obama administration
for not vetoing a United Nations Se-
curity Council measure condemning
settlements.

But in a statement Thursday, the
White House said, “While we don’t
believe the existence of settlements
is an impediment to peace, the con-
struction of new settlements or the
expansion of existing settlements
beyond their current borders may
not be helpful in achieving that
goal.”

The White House said the presi-
dent would discuss the issue with
Netanyahu when he travels to
Washington later this month. The
two leaders are scheduled to meet at
the White House on Feb. 15.

The U.S. statement came hours
after Netanyahu vowed to establish
the first new West Bank settlement

in over two decades “as soon as pos-
sible,” promising to make up for the
court-ordered demolition of an ille-
gal settler outpost. It was his latest
step to expand Israeli settlement
construction in the wake of Trump’s
inauguration.

Netanyahu repeatedly clashed
with President Barack Obama dur-
ing the Democrat’s eight years in of-
fice, and Trump has vowed to be a
better partner for Israel. Following
the U.N. vote, Trump tweeted, “Stay
strong Israel, January 20th is fast
approaching!” — referring to the
date of his inauguration.

Trump has already appeared to
slow his promises to move the U.S.
Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem - a promise often made
by presidential candidates, but
never carried out in office because of
fears the move would inflame ten-
sions in the region.

Newly sworn-in Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson spoke by phone
Thursday with Netanyahu.

The prime minister’s vow to es-
tablish new West Bank settlements
came as Israeli security forces were
completing the evacuation of
Amona, where they broke into a
synagogue to remove dozens of Is-
raeli protesters who had barricaded
themselves inside. Netanyahu’s pro-
settler government had unsuccess-
fully tried to block the evacuation of
Amona, but Israel’s Supreme Court
rejected all appeals after determin-
ing the outpost was built illegally

two decades ago on private Palestin-
ian land.

Speaking at a ceremony in the
West Bank settlement of Ariel, Ne-
tanyahu expressed “great pain” over
the removal of Amona.

According to the Israeli anti-set-
tlement watchdog Peace Now, Israel
has not officially broken ground on a
new settlement since 1992.

Since that time, however, it has
greatly expanded its existing settle-
ments and allowed dozens of unau-
thorized outposts to sprout up, in
some cases subsequently legalizing
them. In all, some 400,000 Israelis
now live in West Bank settlements,
in addition to 200,000 others living
in east Jerusalem.

The Palestinians claim both areas,
captured by Israel in the 1967
Mideast war, as parts of a future in-
dependent state. The international
community has opposed the settle-
ments, built on occupied lands
sought by the Palestinians, as obsta-
cles to peace.

Britain and Germany, close Israeli
allies, as well as the European Union
criticized Netanyahu’s approval this
week of 3,000 new settlement
homes in the West Bank.

“This spike in settlement activity
undermines trust and makes a two-
state solution - with an Israel that is
safe from terrorism and a Palestin-
ian state that is viable and sovereign
- much harder to achieve,” said
Britain’s minister for the Middle
East, Tobias Ellwood.

levels regardless of
whether the General As-
sembly appropriates funds
while Scherer’s would
make appropriations to
cover personnel expenses
across state government.

Rauner’s office wel-
comed the measures. The
Republican had decried
the petition as an attempt
to “cause a crisis” and shut
down the government. His
spokeswoman, Catherine
Kelly, said Thursday that
the governor’s office is re-
viewing both House pro-
posals and appreciates
that lawmakers are “work-
ing on solutions.”

Some critics have ar-
gued that the attorney
general’s move could give
Democrats — including
Madigan’s father, House
Speaker Michael Madigan
—the upper hand in
budget negotiations by
putting pressure on the
governor to avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown. But
Speaker Madigan’s
spokesman, Steve Brown,
called Scherer’s bill a “pre-
caution” in case the attor-
ney general’s motion is
approved by the judge.

The measures could
raise questions about pri-
orities if legislators ap-
prove pay for state workers
while not addressing so-
cial service providers’
needs in the absence of a

budget. But Scherer said
her legislation indirectly
benefits providers, too, be-
cause state workers are
charged with processing
the funding those organi-
zations are receiving.

Illinois Partners for
Human Service CEO Ju-
dith Gethner said law-
makers need to urgently
address everyone’s needs,
but that a government
shutdown could severely

impact providers’ abilities
to perform their duties
too.

“We should all get paid,”
she said. “It’s about doing
the right thing for all of
us.”

Trump warns Israel against settlements

pontiacdailyleader.com

After a night with some bad luck, Gabe (played by Johnny Gahm), center,
gets cheered up by his girlfriend's dad, Carter (Ed Green), and his own
dad, Wyatt (John Wyllie) in “Things My Mother Taught Me” Thursday
night at the Eagle Performing Arts and Conference Center. JOY

BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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downstate economy, and
one of our state’s top em-
ployers. We’ve been told
that the great majority of
Peoria-based employees
will remain here, and we
will need to be vigilant to
make sure they remain
here long-term.”

When reached for com-
ment, a representative of
the United Auto Workers
Local 2096 said that its
President Rob Drysdale
and Bargaining Chairman
were in the midst of con-
tract negotiations in Peo-
ria. 

Caterpillar had unveiled
plans in 2015 to build its
new campus across the
street from the current
headquarters in Peoria
after demolishing a Chase
Bank building, which the
company acquired in
2012, the Peoria Journal

Star reported. The project
had the potential to be in-
cluded in a downtown
transformation, which has
begun with infrastructure
improvements and resi-
dential additions.

Instead, the company
announced Tuesday that it
was moving its headquar-
ters to the Chicago area
and wouldn't build a new
complex in its current Peo-
ria location.

New Caterpillar CEO
Jim Umpleby said the
company intends to col-
laborate with Peoria to
find a good use for the
property. But the status of
an entire block downtown
is now in question, said
Mark Misselhorn, chair-
man of the city's Down-
town Advisory
Commission.

“Obviously, that’s a big
chunk of the central part
of downtown that was to
be demolished,” Missel-
horn said.
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