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Rauner calls budget
meeting, Dems balk
   SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Illinois Gov. Bruce
Rauner’s vision of a swift, postelection
budget compromise is off to a rocky start
after a key Democratic leader cited a last-
minute “schedule conflict” as the reason for
missing a meeting the Republican governor
requested.
   Republican leaders who met with Rauner
on Monday blasted Democrats for their ab-
sence and said they need to be engaged to
move forward.
   “It is completely inexcusable,” said Repub-
lican Sen. Christine Radogno, the GOP’s

Senate leader.
   Late Monday, Democratic House Speaker
Michael Madigan’s spokesman, Steve Brown,
told reporters that Madigan will meet with
Rauner and other legislative leaders on Tues-
day.
   Rauner said last week he was “cautiously
optimistic” when he asked House and Senate
leaders to meet to begin work on ending a 16-
month budget standoff, but the absence of
ruling Democrats shows how challenging it
continues to be to find compromise.

Dukes sees district moving full STEAM ahead

STATE LEGISLATURE

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   The Pontiac District 429
Board of Education met earlier
than usual this month due to
the board’s planned attendance
at the upcoming Illinois Associ-
ation of School Boards annual
conference, taking place Nov.
18-20, in Chicago. With the
eighth grade junior high boys
basketball team playing only a
few feet away, in the gymna-
sium next door, Supt. Brian
Dukes spent a portion of the
meeting outlining his plan to
bring education levels up
through 2020.
   “We have some catching up to
when it comes to science,
kindergarten through fifth
grade,” Dukes said to introduce
the topic. “In the next couple of
years, I want to not only get our
kids to be equal to other stu-

dents across the
state, I also want
to very quickly
jump ahead of
everybody.”
   To begin his
discussion on a
plan called
STEAM 2020,
Dukes first began
by explaining what STEAM
stands for. STEAM is an
acronym that stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
Art and Math. Dukes would like
the district to look at its enrich-
ment throughout, being able to
create one department that
could work together to cover
the different areas of STEAM.
   “We’ve been talking to local
businesses and they have told
us STEAM encompasses a lot of
the skills that our students are
going to need to have in order to
be better prepared for the job

world,” Dukes said. “In some
cases, we don’t even know what
all of those jobs are yet, but
lately, there have been a num-
ber of jobs that are going unful-
filled in our county and the
other areas around us because
of the lack of skilled workers in
these areas.”
   Dukes said the new program
would not only give younger
students a better idea of what
kinds of jobs are in the area, but
also nurture the skills that these
businesses are looking for, be-
fore the students leave District
429 to go off to high school and
eventually out in the real world
or to college.
   “We are hoping to truly take
the lead for our county,” Dukes
said. “I feel like we are taking a
very proactive approach. We
could get in front of this and re-
ally take the lead, not only in
our county, but really even in

our region. I see this as a way to
bring our educational opportu-
nity level to that of some of the
bigger schools in our region.”
   Dukes talked about how this
plan could be implemented.
The good news, he said, is that
Illinois State University has de-
veloped a curriculum and even
has a free mentorship program
available. Already, Dukes said,
the district has started the
process of bringing the pro-
gram’s building blocks into
place. He referenced the makers
club at the junior high and the
new art and music programs at
the grade school as example of
steps the district has taken to-
wards this plan.
   The district has also begun to
build a relationship with ISU’s
STEM department. STEM, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department
of Education, is “a curriculum
based on the idea of educating

students in four specific disci-
plines — science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
— in an interdisciplinary and
applied approach.”
   “I feel this program is going to
continue to develop over the
next several years,” Dukes said.
“Hopefully, we can approve to
hire somebody at the K-5 level
to be our STEM instructor and
we will hire a new instructor at
the junior high.”
   The superintendent ex-
plained that the current STEM
instructor at the junior high is
about to retire, which gives the
district a unique opportunity to
re-align itself, kindergarten
through eighth grade. Dukes
said this alignment of grade
school and junior high educa-
tion has been a big priority for
him since he started.
   “This would allow us to com-
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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   CHENOA — A number of topics were dis-
cussed at the Chenoa City Council meeting
Monday night, but one of the earliest and
longest concerned the bid process for the
city’s water treatment plant rehab project,
which the Council said at its
Oct. 10 meeting would cost up
to an estimated $1.77 million
and would necessitate the need
for alternative revenue bonds
courtesy of borrowing from First Midstate In-
vestment Bankers.
   During public comment, resident Larry
Leggett asked the Council what its protocol
was for accepting bids on the rehab project.
Mayor Chris Wilder said that the city had
thus far received one bid for the project from
Mid-Illini Mechanical Contractors, whose
representative said at the Sept. 26 meeting of
the Chenoa City Council that his company’s
vision would involve installing “new equip-
ment with the existing building.”
   Leggett seemed taken aback that the Coun-
cil had only received one bid, and wondered
how it had advertised the work and if it had
reached out to other contractors. Wilder
replied that the notice had appeared in a cou-
ple of newspapers. City Attorney Al Freehill
chimed in to say that he did not think that ap-
proaching contractors directly was a good
idea for the appearance of propriety’s sakes.
   “The idea of sending out to specific contrac-
tors, I just don’t think is a good idea because,
what if you missed one?” He rhetorically
asked, adding that the City could be accused
of favoritism of a specific contractor or con-
tractors had been left out of the loop. The city
attorney also said that the project was a “de-
sign build,” meaning that contractors de-
signed it themselves without any of the city’s
specifications and called such projects “a dif-
ferent animal.”
   The consensus of the Council was that it
was not good business to try and undercut

Water dept.
bidding
discussed
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City worker David Majors, left, helps Robert Majors attach some holiday decorations to
the light poles downtown. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Giuliani emerges
as favorite for
Trump’s secre-
tary of state

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani has
emerged as the favorite to
serve as secretary of state
in Donald Trump’s in-
coming administration, a
senior Trump official said
on Monday — another in-
dication the president-
elect is putting a prize on
loyalty as he narrows
down his Cabinet picks.

The official, who was
not authorized to speak
on the record and re-
quested anonymity, said
there was no real compe-
tition for the job and that
it was Giuliani’s if he
wanted it. But a second
official cautioned that
John Bolton, a former
U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, re-
mained in contention for
the job.

Giuliani, 72, would be
an out-of-box choice to
lead the State Depart-
ment. A former mayor,
federal prosecutor and
top Trump adviser, he
lacks extensive foreign
policy experience. Known
for his hard-line law-and-
order views and brusque
manner, he would set a
very different tone than
previous holders of the
job, including Trump’s
ex-rival Hillary Clinton,
Colin Powell and Con-
doleezza Rice.

Bolton has years of fed-
eral government experi-
ence, but he has also
raised eyebrows with
some of his hawkish
stances, including a 2015
op-ed in The New York
Times in which he advo-
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Today — Partly cloudy. Patchy fog in
the morning. High in the upper 50s.
West winds 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight — Clear. Low around 40.
West winds 5 to 10 mph.

Wednesday — Sunny. High in the
lower 60s. Low in the middle 40s. Northwest winds
around 5 mph in the morning shifting to the south in
the afternoon.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High in the upper 60s. Low
in the lower 50s.
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pletely align ourselves
with the STEM curricu-
lum,” Dukes said. “At the
K-5 level, these STEM in-
structors would be pre-
dominantly spending time
with the content-area
teacher in the district,
building up the science
curriculum to be aligned
with the next generation of
science standards, because
we are very far off from
that even being reality.
The hope is, to have one
person coming in and co-
teaching with our teachers
and building those lessons
to align the curriculum.”

At the junior high-level,
Dukes said they want to
give a new STEM instruc-
tor an opportunity to eval-
uate and develop the
current program and fig-
ure out what is needed to
go forward.

“The biggest cost that
the board would be pick-
ing up would be that K-5
teacher,” Duke said. “As
you notice, most of the
other stuff would involve
me going out and talking
to our local businesses, or-
ganizations and trusts to
build the funding to sup-
ply the equipment and the
curriculum that would go
along with these activities
to build the program up.

“It’s going to be a big
challenge, but based on
my initial discussions with
the business, community, I
feel there is some collabo-

ration and work that can
be done to incorporate the
business community into
our schools and it’s not
something that has been
done a whole lot over the
past few years.”

The board approved to
being the hiring process
for a  K-5 STEM teacher
later on in the meeting.

Also approved at the
meeting:

• Approved a tentative
levy of a 0.7 percent in-
crease. “Really since 2010-
11 school year, our tax rate
has gone up slightly, some-
times more than others,”
Dukes said. “This year our
EAV going up like it is
right now, we should see
our tax rate be just about
same as it was this last
year. A lot of it had to do
with EAV continuing to
drop. But, when it’s all
said and done, we’re hop-
ing our tax rate for this
year will be looking about
the same for next year for
everybody. Last year our
cap for the levy was 5.888.
This upcoming year, we’re
looking at 6.029.”

• Approved a member-
ship with the GLCEDC. “I
was approached this fall
about us joining member-
ship with the GLCEDC. I
feel like at this point, it
would be an appropriate
time for us to go ahead
and join membership and
be at the table with the
business community and
the other taxing bodies to
talk about what’s coming
up and have a voice in that
discussion.”
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project bidders with demands for
bid resubmissions once financial
specifics of the project had been dis-
closed. Though some, like Streets
and Alleys Commissioner Gary
Dreher, did lament the lack of other
competitive bids. Wilder said that
the Council would make a determi-
nation on the bid at the next Coun-
cil meeting.

In another matter on the night’s

agenda, the Council approved
adding a new chapter to the Chenoa
Police Department’s police manual
to allow for the use of an intranasal
naloxone spray. Police Chief Travis
Cornwall said that it was used to
combat opioid overdoses, including
heroin, and would prove helpful
given that CPD officers are fre-
quently first responders. 

The Council also established a Fa-
cade Program Advisory Committee,
as part of the passage of an ordi-
nance allowing for TIF funds to be
used for business owners to rehab

their buildings at the Oct. 24 meet-
ing of the Council. The number of
committee members was chosen as
four, Wilder said, so that in case any
of the committee were to be un-
available, decisions could still be
made with an odd-numbered quo-
rum. 

In his comments at the end of the
meeting, Wilder said that a public
meeting about the issuance of bonds
would be held at the Prairie Central
Primary-West school gymnasium at
7 p.m. on Nov. 23.

CHENOA
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Betty L. Jones
Betty L. Jones, 87, of Pontiac, passed

away at 5:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 13, 2016,
at Good Samaritan Home, Pontiac.

A graveside service will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday at Southside Cemetery,
Pontiac. Cremation rites will be accord-
ed. Pastor Shawn Jensen will officiate.

Duffy-Baier-Snedecor Funeral Home,
Pontiac, has charge of arrangements.

Born Oct. 24, 1929, in Fairfield, Iowa,
Betty was the daughter of John Gallup
and Lola (Messer) Overocker and step-
father, Edgar Overocker. She married Clinton “Kelly”
Jones on Dec. 6, 1947, in Chicago. He passed away
Feb. 16, 1976.

Survivors include her children, John “Kelly” (Mary
Lou) Jones, Connie Griggs, Cindi Arnold, all of Ponti-
ac, Terry (Edna) Jones, Apple Valley, Calif., Rick (Can-
dy) Jones, Pontiac; grandchildren, Kelly Jones, Olivia
(Dan) Merriman, Crissy (Shawn) Farrar, April (Mike)
Schneeman, Danny Griggs, Tiffany Jones, Terri Jones,
Scott Arnold, Jill Arnold and Shelly (Brian) Scaman;
14 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grand-
child.

She was also preceded in death by her parents; two
brothers, John Gallup and Frederick Gallup; one
granddaughter, Roan Jones; one great-grandson,
Evan Wienzierl; and one son-in-law, Dan Arnold.

Betty was a graduate of Streator High School. She
was previously employed at the Pontiac Chair Factory
until her retirement.

A past member of the First Christian Church in
Pontiac, Betty was proud of her lifetime membership
in the VFW Ladies Auxiliary.

Betty's greatest joy was her family and spending
time with them, especially her grandchildren.

The family would like to extend a special thanks for
Woodridge Supportive Living and Good Samaritan
Pontiac for their excellent care and service.

Memorials may be made to the Pontiac VFW Auxil-
iary.

Online condolences may be left at duffyfuneral-
home.com.

Mrs. Betty L.
Jones

The political standoff
has led to cuts to social
service providers, some of
whom have shut down al-
together, and an uncertain
future for higher educa-
tion institutions that are
receiving less funding than
they have in the past.

The governor called the
meeting days after Elec-
tion Day, when Republi-
cans diminished the
Democrats’ numbers in
the Legislature with
Rauner’s financial back-
ing. The day before the
meeting was set to take
place, Rauner got a re-
sponse from Madigan.

“A short time ago, I de-
termined a schedule con-
flict will prevent a meeting
with the governor and
other legislative leaders,”
Madigan said in a state-
ment Sunday evening. “We
will continue to work to
schedule a meeting and
look forward to getting an
agenda for the meeting
from the governor.”

Madigan did not pro-
vide details of the conflict.

“I can’t imagine what
conflict is more important
than the challenges facing
the people of this state,”
Radogno said.

After Madigan’s an-
nouncement, Senate Pres-
ident John Cullerton

bowed out, saying the
meeting wouldn’t be pro-
ductive without everyone
there. He said he hoped
the meeting could be
rescheduled for Tuesday.

Last December, Madi-
gan also said a scheduling
conflict kept him from at-
tending one of the gover-
nor’s budget meetings. He
didn’t say what the conflict
was then, either.

Lawmakers return to
Springfield on Tuesday for

a brief, annual fall session
after one of the most ex-
pensive and contentious
election cycles in Illinois
history. Rauner used
about $30 million of his
personal wealth to support
GOP candidates in last
week’s elections, giving
money to both political
committees and individu-
als, forcing Democrats to
raise unprecedented
amounts of money to com-
pete with his millions.

Although Republicans
made gains in the Legisla-
ture, Democrats still have
considerable majorities in
each chamber and have re-
sisted Rauner’s demands
for union-weakening,
business-friendly legisla-
tion as part of any budget
deal. Rauner has argued
his ideas are meant to
grow the state’s economy,
but Democrats have said
his policies would harm
middle-class families.

STATE
Continued from Page A1

cated bombing Iran to halt the
country’s development of nuclear
weapons.

A spokeswoman for Giuliani did
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment about his inter-
est in the job. But the former mayor
said Monday night at a gathering of
CEOs sponsored by the Wall Street
Journal that he “won’t be attorney
general” in Trump’s administration
— a job for which he’d long been
seen as a top contender.

Asked about the secretary of state
speculation, Trump said that Bolton
“would be a very good choice.” But
asked if there was anyone better, he
replied with a mischievous smile:
“Maybe me, I don’t know.”

Trump was also considering Mon-
day whether to inject new diversity
into the GOP by recommending a
woman to lead the Republican Party
and an openly gay man to represent
the United States at the United Na-
tions.

The moves, among dozens under
consideration from his transition
team, follow an intense and ex-
tended backlash from Trump’s deci-
sion on Sunday to appoint Steve
Bannon, a man celebrated by the
white nationalist movement, to
serve as his chief strategist and sen-
ior adviser.

“After winning the presidency but
losing the popular vote, President-
elect Trump must try to bring Amer-
icans together — not continue to fan
the flames of division and bigotry,”
said House Democratic leader
Nancy Pelosi. She called Bannon’s
appointment “an alarming signal”
that Trump “remains committed to
the hateful and divisive vision that
defined his campaign.”

His inauguration just 66 days
away, however, Trump focused on
building his team and speaking to
foreign leaders. He remained se-
questered in Trump Tower in New
York.

Inexperienced on the interna-
tional stage, the Republican presi-
dent-elect spoke to Russian
President Vladimir Putin on the
phone. His transition office said in a
readout that “he is very much look-
ing forward to having a strong and
enduring relationship with Russia
and the people of Russia.” Trump
has spoken in recent days with the
leaders of China, Mexico, South
Korea and Canada.

At the same time, Trump was con-
sidering tapping Richard Grenell as
U.S. ambassador to the United Na-
tions. He would be the first openly
gay person to fill a Cabinet-level for-
eign policy post. Grenell, known in
part for aggressive criticism of rivals
on Twitter, previously served as U.S.
spokesman at the U.N. under Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Trump was also weighing whether
to select Michigan GOP chair-
woman Ronna Romney McDaniel,
a niece of chief Trump critic and
2012 presidential nominee Mitt
Romney. She would be the second
woman ever to lead the Republican
National Committee — and the first
in four decades.

“I’ll be interested in whatever Mr.
Trump wants,” McDaniel told The
Associated Press on Monday, adding
that she was planning to seek the
Michigan GOP chairmanship again.

Appointing McDaniel to run the
GOP’s political arm could be an ef-
fort to help the party heal the anger
after a campaign in which Trump
demeaned women. The appoint-
ment of Grenell, who has openly
supported same-sex marriage, could
begin to ease concerns by the gay
community about Vice President-
elect Mike Pence’s opposition to
same-sex marriage during his time
as Indiana governor.

The personnel moves under con-
sideration were confirmed by people
with direct knowledge of Trump’s
thinking who were not authorized to
publicly disclose private discussions.
They stressed that the decisions
were not final.

Internal deliberations about
staffing come a day after Trump
made overtures to warring Republi-
can circles by appointing Bannon
and RNC Chairman Reince Priebus
as his White House chief of staff.

GIULIANI
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