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   CHICAGO (AP) — Gov. Bruce Rauner on
Tuesday called a U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion allowing labor unions to collect fees
from non-members “tragic” and said he’ll
keep working to ban the practice in Illinois
and elsewhere.
   “For anyone who wants to join a union and
pay the dues, they should do it, that’s terrific.
But if they don’t want to, they shouldn’t be
forced,” the Republican governor said during
an unrelated stop in LeRoy.
   Labor leaders vowed to keep up their fight
as well, saying Rauner “has made destroying
unions and suppressing wages his top prior-
ity.”

   “Right-wing groups and the politicians
they control will continue attempting to keep
workers from having a voice at work,” said
Illinois AFL-CIO President Michael Carri-
gan. “Their clear political motive is to cripple
the rights of working people.”
   Justices said Tuesday they were divided 4-
4 in a California case over whether public
workers represented by a union can be re-
quired to pay “fair share” fees, leaving in
place a lower court’s ruling that the fees may
be collected. The court is operating with
eight members following the death of Justice
Antonin Scalia, who had been expected to

Durre excelling in community relations

Rauner, unions to keep
fighting after ruling 

HEALTH CARE AWARD

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   FLANAGAN — Kristyn Durre has
been the Community Relations Coordi-
nator for Flanagan Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center and El Paso Health
Care Center for the past four years. In all
but her first year, she has received the
Petersen Health Care Award for Out-
standing Public Relations in the nursing
home division.
   She received the latest award for her
work in Flanagan during the 19th annual
Petersen Health Care Awards Banquet
on March 16 in Sullivan.
   “The hardest part about this award is
that the other community relations peo-
ple have to compete with Kristyn,”  ad-
ministrator Gary Green said.
   Before presenting the award at the
banquet, Greg Wilson, senior vice presi-
dent of operations at Petersen Health

Care, said each community relations co-
ordinator should have at least 24 public
relations submissions per year. Last year,
Durre had almost five times that amount
with 124. 
   “My big thing is, I believe in this com-
pany,” Durre said. “I enjoy working for
both the Flanagan and El Paso facilities
and I want to  get our Petersen name out
there.”
   Before becoming the community rela-
tions coordinator, Durre worked in the
Flanagan RHCC kitchen. She was 15
years old when she was initially hired by
her mother, the late Sandra Carls, who
was the dietary services manager. When
her sister, Kathy Schopp, eventually took
over for their mother, Durre was happy,
but knew there was not going to be any
room for promotion in the future.
   “When the community relations job
came open I thought, ‘who better to sell

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   In an effort to highlight Livingston County
as an attractive place to live, the Greater Liv-
ingston County Economic Development
Council has put together a new marketing
campaign, including a  brochure and a web-
site, the purpose of which is to draw in
prospective residents. 
   On Tuesday, GLCEDC CEO Adam Dontz
announced the introduction of the campaign,
and that “it was specifically designed to show-
case our area’s assets for the purpose of at-
tracting new residents to the Livingston
County area.”
   Why the interest in drawing more resi-
dents? Dontz said that by “aggressively work-
ing to increase the number of full-time
residents in our area,” the county could expect
an increase in its labor force, which he called
“attractive” to local employers, as well as an
“increase and diversification in the tax base”
and an “increase in disposable income spent
with local merchants.”
   Dontz described the Live Livingston web-
site, accessed via www.livelivingston.com, as
“a single platform providing information on
schools, health care, housing, and community
amenities. (It’s) is helpful to human resource
specialists looking to recruit new employees
to our area and for realtors selling homes in
our area.”
   Dontz acknowledged that the world was
moving in a more digital direction, and
wanted to help the county adapt — before it
got left behind. 
   “Recognizing many make decisions by
based on information they find on the Inter-
net, particularly as they search from their
phone or tablet, our website, www.liveliv-
ingston.org is optimized for use on mobile de-
vices,” he said. “We’ve implemented a
high-tech, comprehensive, and sophisticated,
marketing campaign to attract people to the
Livingston County area.”
   The website includes five dropdown menus
for amenities, education, healthcare, housing
and the different communities within the
county. Each of those options includes links
with information for potential residents to

GLCEDC
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push growth
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It’s a rare sight to see Kristyn Durre at her desk in Flanagan Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center.  LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

DCM Landscaping’s Matt Maubach rakes fresh mulch in flower beds around the Liv-
ingston County Courthouse Monday afternoon. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Garland holds
first meeting
with Kirk

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Mark Kirk on Tuesday
became the first Republi-
can senator to meet with
Supreme Court nominee
Merrick Garland, criticiz-
ing GOP leaders’ refusal
to hold confirmation
hearings or a vote on the
longtime federal judge
and praising him as “one
of the most eminent ju-
rists in the country.”

There was no sign the
session would erode Sen-
ate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s insis-
tence on leaving the va-
cancy unfilled until
President Barack
Obama’s replacement
names a selection next
year. Even so, Kirk’s 20-
minute session with Gar-
land provided Democrats
with a visual image —
and words — that they
hope will pressure other
Republican senators to
end their blockade.

“I think when you just
say I’m not going to meet
with him and all, that’s
too closed-minded,” Kirk
told reporters, all but ex-
plicitly rebuking Mc-
Connell, R-Ky.

Kirk, who represents
Democratic-leaning Illi-
nois, is perhaps the most
imperiled Senate Repub-
lican facing re-election in
November. And when it
comes to the battle over
Obama’s pick to fill the
court vacancy, Kirk has
been one of the earliest
and most outspoken out-
liers.

He’s one of just three
Senate Republicans to say
the Senate Judiciary
Committee should hold
hearings on Garland. And
he’s one of three GOP
senators — along with
Susan Collins of Maine
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Flower power

Today — Partly sunny in the morning
then becoming cloudy. Chance of
showers and a slight chance of thun-
derstorms. High in the lower 60s.
South winds 15 to 25 mph with gusts
up to 30 mph.

Tonight — Showers and a chance of thunderstorms.
Low in the upper 50s. South winds 15 to 25 mph with
gusts up to 30 mph.

Thursday — Chance of showers in the morning, then
a slight chance of showers in the afternoon. High in the
lower 60s. Low in the upper 30s.
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and Jerry Moran of
Kansas — to at least be
open to a Senate vote on
the nominee, saying Tues-
day he would “obviously”
consider voting for him.

The death last month of
conservative Justice An-
tonin Scalia created the
court opening, and Obama
is pressing to make his
third appointment to the
high court.

“By leading by example,
I’m showing what a ra-
tional, responsible guy
would do that really wants
the constitutional process
to go forward,” Kirk said.

Kirk had an additional
incentive to be hospitable

to Garland: The longtime
federal judge and former
prosecutor is originally
from Chicago.

Matt McGrath, deputy
campaign manager for
Kirk’s November oppo-
nent, Rep. Tammy Duck-
worth, D-Ill., said the
Republican had done “the
bare minimum” by meet-
ing with Garland and said
Kirk should pressure Mc-
Connell to relent.

Earlier Tuesday, Collins
explained the basis for her
desire to see the Senate
begin considering Gar-
land’s nomination by
telling Maine’s WGAN
radio, “The first thing I did
is I read the Constitution.”

Collins said there was
“no basis” for flatly refus-
ing to consider any Obama

pick, as McConnell did,
and conceded, “Obviously
the leader is not real
happy with me.” Arguing
that a newly elected Dem-
ocratic president might
choose a nominee more
liberal than Garland, she
said of McConnell, “I’m a
bit perplexed by his posi-
tion.”

McConnell spokesman
Donald Stewart declined
to comment on Kirk’s and
Collins’ remarks.

Underscoring the stakes
in the nomination fight,
Kirk’s meeting with Gar-
land occurred the same
day that on a 4-4 tie, the
Supreme Court handed
liberals a major victory.
That vote upheld a lower
court ruling allowing a

government employees
union to collect dues from
non-members, a fight they
all but certainly would
have lost were Scalia still a
justice.

That ruling prompted
Carrie Severino, chief
counsel for the Judicial
Crisis Network, to warn
that confirmation of Gar-
land would create “a new
liberal majority that will
dominate the court’s deci-
sions for a generation.”

Democrats have insisted
that the Senate go through
the regular confirmation
process for Garland, cur-
rently chief judge of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia.

GARLAND
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learn more about the dif-
ferent municipalities in
Livingston County, and all
that they have to offer. 

The brochure makes a
competitive case for Liv-
ingston County when
compared to its neighbors,
suggesting that “the area
possesses quintessential
small-town charm while
eloquently providing its
residents award-winning
educational opportunities,
first-class healthcare, Mid-
west family values and
unique amenities given
our close proximity to
Chicago.

“For Livingston County,
living in America’s Heart-
land means farm-to-fork
dining opportunities with
meals prepared by ac-
claimed Michelin rated

chefs who regularly visit
our local farmsteads
which supply their fare.
Historic Route 66 comes
alive in Livingston County
with over 50,000 visitors
flocking to experience one
of our four museums
flanking Pontiac’s historic
town square.”

Dontz said that he plans
on working with as many
local organizations as pos-
sible in effort to put his
competitive message out
there. 

“The GLCEDC is ac-
tively working with the
area chambers of com-
merce and related organi-
zations to continue to
improve the website and
marketing material,” he
said. “The GLCEDC in-
vites organization from
throughout the area to
offer assistance as we con-
tinue to enhance our mar-
keting efforts.”

GLCEDC
Continued from Page 1

this home than a woman who has
invested her time?’” Durre said. “I
believe in the product and when you
believe in something, it’s easy to
promote it.”

Around the time she was consid-
ering the job change, her mother,
who Durre said was her best friend,
passed away. Even with a two-year
degree in marketing and communi-
cations, she wondered whether or
not she should pursue the new posi-
tion. With her confidence shaken,
Durre asked God, “Do I want to pur-
sue doing this?”

“The next day, I just knew. I never
felt so strong about something in my
life,” Durre said. “When I got up that
morning I said, ‘I’m going to do it.’
My husband said, ‘if it doesn’t work
out, that’s OK.’ But, I felt like I could
really do it.”

Four years later, Durre still loves
her job. Working for both the Flana-
gan and El Paso locations, she said
she is rarely in the office. Being born
and raised within the Flanagan
marketing radius has also become
an asset because success in her oc-
cupation is determined by submit-
ting news clips or general proof of
the work she is doing to promote the
company. 

“I’m fortunate to have good con-
nections with the churches and
community members in the area,”
Durre said. “I love to get paid to talk
and I love to meet new people. In
everything I do, from being a
mother, to working at my job and
being a wife, I try to give 100 per-
cent. I feel privileged that God gave
me a chance to have these things.”

Although she has won the award

for the past three years, Durre is still
working as if she had never won. It’s
been almost two weeks since she ac-
cepted the 2015 award, but she is al-
ready submitting items. Many of
these submission can be read on the
company website, petersenhealth-
care.net.

“In life, sometimes it’s easy to look
back and see all the negatives,”
Durre said. “I’m not only blessed
that I’ve received this award three
years in a row, but seeing awards go
to people you know and recognize,
too, is a blessing in and of itself.”

DURRE
Continued from Page 1

This brochure being sent out by GLCEDC provides
quick highlights to the benefits of residing in Liv-
ingston County. PHOTO PROVIDED

WASHINGTON (AP) — A De-
mocrat running for Congress in Ne-
vada claimed Tuesday that Senate
Minority Leader Harry Reid dis-
couraged him from running be-
cause he is Muslim.

Jesse Sbaih said the comments
from his fellow Nevada Democrat
came during a meeting the two of
them had at a Las Vegas casino last
August to discuss Sbaih’s candidacy.

Sbaih said that Reid told him
that, “to be blunt,” his Muslim reli-
gion would preclude him from win-

ning the race.
Reid’s spokeswoman, Kristen Or-

thman, denied the allegation and
accused Sbaih of lying. “Reid told
him he couldn’t win but that had
nothing to do with his religion, this
is now Jesse’s version of events,” Or-
thman said.

Sbaih’s comments were first re-
ported by Nevada political journal-
ist Jon Ralston and The
Washington Post. Sbaih claimed in
an interview with The Associated
Press that he is speaking out now

because Reid is hindering his can-
didacy, another accusation Reid’s
staff denied. The dispute comes
amid a presidential campaign filled
with hostility toward Muslims.

Sbaih, 40, an attorney and native
of Jordan, is a political newcomer
who did not grow up in Nevada,
and those considerations were
doubtless weighed by Reid as he
sought a good recruit to run for the
seat being vacated by Republican
Joe Heck. Heck is seeking the Sen-
ate seat.

Kristyn Durre, community relations coordinator for Flanagan Rehabilita-
tion and Health Care Center and El Paso Health Care Center, has re-
ceived the Outstanding Public Relations award three years in a row. LUKE

SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

rule against the unions.
It was a big win for or-

ganized labor, which says
the money covers costs
such as collective bargain-
ing that all workers bene-
fit from, whether or not
they join the union.

In Illinois, the fees gen-
erate an estimated $3.7
million annually for pub-
lic-employee unions.

He issued an executive
order prohibiting state
agencies from taking the
fees from non-members’
paychecks, but relented
after unions sued and a
judge ordered the fees to
be collected and paid to
the unions.

Rauner and three state

employees who opted not
to join their union but
must pay the fees also filed
a lawsuit, arguing the fees
are unconstitutional be-
cause they violate public
workers’ free speech
rights.

A judge ruled the case
could proceed with the
workers as plaintiffs,
though attorneys on all
sides agreed to put the
lawsuit on hold pending
the outcome of the Califor-
nia case.

Rauner said Tuesday he
expects the Illinois lawsuit
to eventually reach the
Supreme Court, where it
could have an impact be-
yond the state should
there be nine justices
seated who agree to con-
sider it.

DECISION
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Candidate says Reid told him not to run
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