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By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   The Pontiac Infrastructure Committee
held a meeting Monday afternoon with the
discussion of liquor licenses being the only
item on the agenda. The primary subtopic of
the meeting concerned the use and applica-
tion of liquor licenses as it pertained to bars
and gaming parlors.

   The committee opened the meeting with a
discourse on special catering licenses, partic-
ularly in regard to individuals or organiza-
tions that may not have a local liquor license
but possess a state-issued liquor license, and
plan to cater for special events and serve al-
cohol.
   One of the issues that arose was which type
of license, whether a Class C (restaurants, for

Saunemin’s landmark water tower coming down

Committee discusses
video gaming, licenses

SAUNEMIN NEWS

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   SAUNEMIN — When the Vil-
lage of Saunemin put out bids for
its landmark water tower in Feb-
ruary of 1927, the bid was ac-
cepted by Chicago Bridge and
Iron Works for $6,700, or the
price of a used car today.
   Who could have known that 88
years later it would be scheduled
for removal? On Monday, Al
Arnolts, a member of the Saune-
min Village Board and former
water committee chairman, con-
firmed Illinois American Water
will take the water tower down
from its perch within the village
park.
   “Nothing will change for resi-
dents in terms of receiving water.
When we sold our water system to
Illinois American Water more
than five years ago, nothing
changed as far as distribution,”

Arnolts said. “In fact, they have
made a lot of improvements to the
system since they’ve owned it.
   “I have to applaud them for
that; they have spent a lot of
money here and improved our
water considerably, so that’s a
good thing.”
   The water tower sprung a leak
in the bottom of the tank during
one of the coldest days of the win-
ter last month. Arnolts said the
water company decided they
didn’t want to spend the money it
would take to put up a new tower,
instead they built an additional
building next to the water treat-
ment plant. 
   Water tanks are elevated to pro-
vide water pressure through the
weight of the water. Today, the
water company uses pressure
pumps and tanks housed inside
the new building to re-create the
pressure provided by elevated the
tank. 

   “It’s kind of like a landmark for
this town, just like our high school
and the old gymnasium,” Arnolts
said. “That tower is going to be
another thing that disappears
and, personally, I wish they
wouldn’t do it, but that’s the way
things are. I understand why
they’re doing it; if we still owned
the system, we would have to do
the same thing. I don’t think we
could afford to construct a new
tower either.”
   Although he is not sure what
method the water company will
use to take down the tower, how-
ever Arnolts is under the impres-
sion that the removal will be
completed in 24 hours. After it is
removed, the space the tower will
be converted back into additional
land for the village park. Arnolts
has only requested one thing is
saved.
   “There is a stone that tells the

See ‘TOWER’ Page A6

By Marc Edwards
For The Daily Leader

   Gaming has been approved by the state leg-
islature and Pontiac’s Infrastructure Commit-
tee discussed the situation as it pertains to the
city.
   The committee explained its stance to the
Pontiac City Council at its meeting Monday
night.
   “We looked at these establishments from a
couple of different avenues,”
Committee Chairman Brian
Gabor told the council. “The
state legislature put this law
into place and the committee
(believes) that if the state
botched this up, it’s not our
position to try and correct what the legisla-
ture did.
   Gabor went on to say that the gambling
parlors were following the letter of the law.
   “These operations haven’t broken the law,
they have done nothing wrong. They have
complied100 percent with our ordinances
pursuant to what the state statute provides.
   “Since there have not bee any problems that
we are aware of, the thought it was better to
take a look and have a wait and see approach
and see if anything develops in the future,”
Gabor added.
   “We will look at trying at placing these busi-
nesses in the right types of areas outside the
main business district.”
   Gabor continued, “There are no restrictions
as to how many establishments could open
up, but the committee looked at limiting the
number. The general consensus was the free
market should control and the free market at
some point in time will likely designate how
many of these businesses can exist in the city
and maintain a viable business.”
   The council agreed to continue its associa-
tion with the Greater Livingston County Eco-
nomic Development Council (GLCEDC) for
another year. The city will pay $22,667 as its
share for another year. Adam Dontz told the

City looks at
gaming
locations
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Celebrating couples

Removal of the tower was scheduled for Tuesday by Illi-
nois American Water. Although it will not affect cus-
tomers, some are disappointed in the loss of a landmark.
LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER
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Pontiac Healthcare and Rehab held its annual couples luncheon Friday at the residence.
Bernie Kahn, left, was served by Julie Carter, director of nursing at Pontiac Healthcare
and Rehab.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Flanagan Rehab
earns 5-star
rating
By Cynthia Grau
Staff Reporter

FLANAGAN — Flana-
gan Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center was
recently given a five-star
rating by the Centers
Medicare and Medicaid
Services.

Administrator Gregory
Green said the ratings
system is a federal pro-
gram and the facility has
achieved five stars before.
He describes it as a way
for people to compare
nursing homes and can
influence a decision of
where an individual
chooses to go.

“We were five-star sev-
eral years ago. It’s some-
thing that can fluctuate,”
Green said. “We’ve hov-
ered between four and
five stars for a long time.
We just moved up into
the five star rating again.”

According to the CMS
website, there are three
items that are considered
for ratings. The first is the
health inspection ratings
from the past three years,
which includes standard
surveys and complaint
surveys.

Inspectors gather infor-
mation by visiting nurs-
ing homes and determine
if the home has met Med-
icaid and Medicare’s min-
imum quality
requirements.

Staffing is another part
of the rating. It includes
the number of hours of
care is provided on aver-
age to each resident each
day by nursing staff.

The third is quality
measures. The CMS has
11 different physical and
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example) or a temporary liquor li-
cense, was more suited for an ad-
dendum to allow for catering.
Another issue was how much of a
fee to charge for the first and each
subsequent catering license for one-
time events.

“I think it’s a gray area, based on
what I’ve read,” said Mayor Bob
Russell.

A similarly gray area was the sub-
sequent topic of licenses issued to
gaming parlors and bars. One of key
matters of discussion was the lan-
guage of Class A license, which
makes no inherent distinction be-
tween traditional definitions of bars
and gaming parlors.

“When I first got approached
about (gaming parlors), I had about
three phone calls, and so I called the
state and they said, ‘No, we’re not
going to allow these, those don’t
qualify for a bar.’ About two weeks
later, they called me back and said
‘As long as they’re pouring alcohol,
serving it and charging for it … it’s a
bar,’” Russell said.

“The gambling parlor concept is
kind of a foreseeable unforeseen
consequence of the way the licens-
ing was set-up,” added City Attorney
Alan Schrock.

Schrock noted that the potential
of state legislation pre-empting local
ordinances on clarifying the cloudy

language of licensing was not
among the state’s highest priorities,
which is why some counties and
municipalities have taken it upon
themselves to set-up ordinances of
their own.

Another issue was zoning, as the
potential for any business with a
Class A liquor license zoned in a cer-
tain type of area had the opportunity
to also seek a gaming license.

“I don’t want every other retail
store downtown to end up becoming
a little bar, so that’d be my biggest
concern: not the number of them,
but where they’re at,” Russell said.

One proposed method of control-
ling the influx of gaming establish-

ments was setting a limit on the
amount of liquor licenses available
in the city, of which there are cur-
rently 35. Schrock was quick to
point out, however, that this creates
a problem with the value of licenses.

“When I first started as the city at-
torney, somebody brought up the
possibility of limiting the licenses …
but what (could) happen is, if you
get a bar, there are no more licenses
available, and you sell the bar, you
(could) charge $50,000 for your li-
cense,” Schrock said.

The committee, while aware of
potential abuses of the licensing
structure, was overall not threat-
ened with the prospect of such
abuses, such as a massive influx of
machines into retail outlets all over
town.

“The bottom line is I think the
(Pontiac City Council) is pretty free
market, has a free market back-
ground, so my thought is if the mar-
ket supports it, who are we to (say
no)?” Alderman Brian Gabor said.

Gabor also felt that there be a nat-
ural point where the total number of
machines within the city limits
would level out due to competition.
“At some point in time with these
machines, there will be a satura-
tion,” he said.

The Infrastructure Committee
concluded their discussions within
an hour and planned to give their
takeaways from the discussion later
Monday night at the Pontiac City
Council meeting.

COMMITTEE
Continued from Page A1

NEW YORK (AP) — Famed and infamous heiress
Patty Hearst was back in the news Monday after a dog
she co-owns won its group at the Westminster Kennel
Club show.

A shih tzu called Rocket was picked as the top toy dog
at Madison Square Garden.

Hearst is the granddaughter of William Randolph
Hearst and gained great notoriety in 1974 when she was
kidnapped by the radical group the Symbionese Liber-
ation Army. She was seen holding a machine gun while
robbing a California bank, and later spent almost two
years in prison.

Her sentence was commuted by President Jimmy
Carter. President Bill Clinton gave her a full pardon.

“People move on,” she said, smiling at Rocket. “I guess
people somehow imagine you don’t evolve in your life.
I have grown daughters and grand-daughters and other
things that normal people have.”

She also has appeared in films including “Cry-Baby”
and “Serial Mom.” She’s done television roles and char-
itable work.

Hearst has been involved in the dog show world for
more than 10 years. She said many are surprised to find
out she’s moved on to play with pooches.

Hearst back in the
news with win at
Westminster

date of the water tower’s
construction and the
names of members on the
village board at the time,”
Arnolts said. “I’m not sure
what we’ll do with it, but I
have asked the company to
set that aside for us.”

For the most part, the
40-year village board
member said people have
taken the news well. The

biggest inconvenience for
most people is the fact that
they will now have to give
directions to out-of-town
relatives.

“The thing I’ve heard a
couple of times, now that
word has been getting
around, is ‘my relatives are
not going to know how to
get to the reunion now, I
always tell them to just get
to the water tower.’”
Arnold said. “I would say
people are taking it well.”

TOWER
Continued from Page A1

FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — It’s the
South’s turn to suffer from the
snow, freezing rain and sleet in a
storm that brought back memories
of one from the same time a year
ago.

After weeks of snow in the North-
east, winter weather had moved
through Arkansas and Kentucky
and was headed east. While even
small amounts of frozen precipita-
tion can bring the region to halt, the
worst was yet to come: tempera-
tures in the single digits in areas
where electricity was threatened by
coatings of ice on power lines.

This February storm arrived on
Presidents Day, when many schools
and businesses were already closed.
But the day isn’t a state holiday in
North Carolina so schools let out
early Monday and by the afternoon
officials were canceling classes
Tuesday. College campuses, includ-
ing from Appalachian State Univer-
sity in the western part of the state
and University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, canceled afternoon
classes Monday.

In central Kentucky, home to
much of the state’s signature thor-
oughbred industry, horses kept
warm by galloping through the
deep snow, pausing occasionally to
shake it off from their thick winter
coats. Ned Toffey, general manager
of Spendthrift Farm in Lexington,
said the horses enjoy running in the
snow because it gives them a nice
cushion as opposed to the harder,
packed earth.

Still, some weren’t quite ready for
the winter blast.

RL Doss said he had already used
his 1987 GMC Suburban — which

can haul up to three-quarters of a
ton with ropes and chains — to res-
cue several people and their cars on
the hills surrounding Frankfort.
Cars were fishtailing and sliding off
the slick roads.

“I look at it this way. Everybody is
trying to get out, to get their last bit
of food and stuff, getting home from
work and people leaving for work
and stuff, and it happens,” he said,
shivering in a pair of tan overalls
pulled over a hooded sweat shirt.

Roads were brined and parking
lots salted as officials tried to avoid
a disastrous repeat of last year’s
February storm, when rush-hour
traffic and a thin coating ice com-
bined to leave people either stuck in
their cars or their cars abandoned
in roads as they walked home in At-
lanta and Raleigh, North Carolina.
That storm dumped as much as 22
inches of snow in the North Car-
olina mountains and pelted the
eastern part of the state with ice,
much as was expected with the
2015 version.

North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory
on Monday shut down all non-
mandatory state government oper-
ations in Wake County in the early
afternoon before any precipitation
had fallen. He also declared a state
of emergency and issued executive
orders designed to streamline any
storm cleanup. He encouraged su-
pervisors elsewhere in the state to
use their discretion in sending em-
ployees home.

On Monday night, he said the
forecast had worsened with more
snow and ice expected in the central
part of the state. The National
Weather Service said the storm

could be crippling.
States such as Mississippi, Ken-

tucky, Tennessee, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Virginia were
unlikely to get much sympathy from
states in the Northeast, which has
been slammed by seemingly endless
snow. Although the snow had
halted, the weather was bitterly
cold. New York City came close to
breaking a 127-year-old record
when the temperature in Central
Park hit 3 degrees, just 2 degrees
above the record set in 1888, said
Jeffrey Tongue, a National Weather
Service meteorologist.

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh
said the latest snow storm left one
person dead, apparently due to a
heart attack while shoveling snow.
A partial roof collapse at an eight-
building apartment complex in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, left
500 to 700 people looking for shel-
ter. In New Jersey, a 66-year-old
woman who had been drinking at a
benefit was found dead in the snow,
just two doors from her home. Fire-
fighters working on a blaze in
Philadelphia left behind a building
coated in icicles. No one was hurt.

West Virginia was getting hit
hard by the snowstorm when a train
carrying crude oil derailed about 30
miles from Charleston. At least one
tanker went into the Kanawha
River and nearby house caught fire.
It wasn’t clear if the winter storm
had contributed to the crash.

After the storm marched across
North Carolina, where almost all of
the 100 counties were under some
sort of weather alert, it was ex-
pected to move through the Mid-
Atlantic and into the Northeast.

Southern states get 1st major blast of winter

council that all the other
entities were on board for
another year.

City officials heard
budget reports from both
the airport and the library.

Scott and Sarah Peterson,
managers of the airport,
said a new parallel taxi
runway is set for construc-
tion in the spring. They
also said they would like to
do another Fly-In break-
fast in conjunction with
the Red Carpet Corridor.

Michael Harms and Eric

Hoover said the library
has improved its commu-
nity room to allow for
meeting by outside organ-
izations. They also said
some of their physical
books would be put into a
digital format.

Archived editions of the
Daily Leader from 20

years ago will also be put
in a digital format instead
of the microfilm they
presently use.

A new sign for Divine
Styles at 411 N. Division
Street will be erected.  The
business was the former
Hair Repair.
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clinical measures for nurs-
ing home residents.
“When you’re a five-star
home, it means you’re in
the top 10 percent in your
state,” Green explained. “If
you’re a two- through
four-star, that’s about 70
percent of the state, and
the bottom 30 percent of
the state gets one star.”
Flanagan Rehabilitation
and Health Care Center is
one of more than 90 facil-
ities under Petersen
Healthcare, headquar-
tered in Peoria. Green said
Petersen is the largest
provider of long-term care
in the state.

FRHCC currently has 38
residents in the skilled
site. Rating criteria is
geared toward the resi-
dents in the skilled site.
“We’re really excited. We
work really hard to take
care of our residents and
this shows how hard we
work to provide them the
best care we can,” Green
said. “We’re blessed to
have great staff that care
for our residents. Flana-
gan Rehabilitation is our
resident’s home and we’re
privileged to work for
them.”
To read about all of the
nursing homes in Illinois
and find out what each
one of them have been
rated, visit CMS.gov.

5-STAR
Continued from Page A1

Mayor Bob Russell listens on as the
Pontiac Infrastructure Committee
members discuss liquor licenses
and their issues. PAUL WESTERMEYER/

DAILY LEADER

Flanagan Rehabilitation and Health Care Center has
recently achieved a 5-star rating with the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services. PHOTO PROVIDED
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